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1-4:30 – (Long Afternoon) 
• Overview of ACT Aspire  
• Reporting & Counselling 
• BREAK 
• Online Resources Overview 

• Avocet 
• Process Flow Chart 

• Training Management System (TMS) 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda 

http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home#5723
https://actaspire.tms.pearson.com/
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on their path to college and career readiness 
(grades 3-high school) 

Know precisely where 

they stand in English, 

reading, writing, math 

and science every step  

of the way elementary 

through high school. 	

Know Where your Students Are! 
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Research Supports  

Early Monitoring 

 
• Readiness matters 

• Earlier monitoring matters 

• Multiple dimensions matter 
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The Science Behind ACT 

Assessments: Evidence and Validity 

National Curriculum 

Survey®

Test 

Blueprint

Test Scores/ 

Results

College 

Readiness 

Benchmarks

College 

Readiness 

Standards

Content 

Validity

Standards Review

Predictive 

Validity

College Course 

Performance 

Does the test measure 

what it purports to 

measure? 

Does the test 

correctly predict 

performance?

Students and HS

Tell me what I know and 

need to do to be successful 

Postsecondary

Tell me what they know and 

how that leads to success
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ACT Aspire 

• Vertically articulated, standards-based system of assessments to 

monitor progress in the context of college and career readiness  

• Summative assessments on a vertical scale that spans grades 3–10 

and links to ACT’s College Readiness score scale (1–36) 

• Five Subject areas: English, math, reading, science, and writing 

• Linear, computer-based, multiple question types with paper-and-

pencil option 

Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Early High School Grade 11 Grade 12 

ACT Aspire Summative Assessments (Grades 3-10) The ACT® 

       ACT Aspire Periodic Assessments: Classroom / Interim (Grades 3-10) 
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Launched in April 2014 – Summative Assessments 

Summative Assessments English, writing, math, reading and science 

assessments available for grades 3-8 and early 

high school (grades 9-10). Paper & Pencil in 

addition to CBT 

Accommodated versions of these assessments 

available. 

Spanish translations available for grades 3-6.  

Longitudinal Reporting/Simple Interventions 

Classroom  Assessments English, math, reading, and science assessments 

will be available for grades 3–8 

Interim  Assessments English, math, reading, and science assessments 

will be available for grades 3–10  

Launching Fall 2014 – Periodic Assessments 
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Field Testing 

• Items were field tested in the fall of 

2012 for all grades with additional 

field testing conducted in Spring of 

2013 -- surpassing 600,000 student 

responses. 

• Three separate studies were 

conducted to tie the resulting data 

together and set the scales for the 

assessments, equate the different 

forms of the test, and to compare the 

delivery modes between online and 

paper-based testing.  
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Benefits to You 

 • Highest quality item development and test construction 

• Validated standards and benchmarks 

− Provides a 3-digit, vertical scale for grades 3–10 
empirically linked to the ACT scale through the inclusion 
of  ACT’s Readiness Benchmarks at each grade level 

− Highlights gaps between what students have actually 
learned and what they need to learn 

• Leverage technology 

− CBT design to assess more authentic construct and 
create more natural engagement for students 

− Robust online reporting 
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Benefits to You 

• Sustainability plan  

− Ongoing research, support,  
and validation 

− Item refreshment plan 

• Connectivity  

− First digital, longitudinal system  
to connect student  
performance from grades 3–12  
to college and career 

− An aligned classroom and      
interim-based tool and assessment 

• Standards-based reporting  

 

 

 

 

 



11 

What Makes ACT Aspire Unique? 

• Measures “other” critical areas 
needed for student success 

− Science 

− STEM 

− ELA 

− Progress With Text Complexity 

− Progress Toward Career 
Readiness  

• Employs modular administration by 
subject and/or grade 

• Links to ACT College Readiness 
Benchmarks and aligns with 
Common Core State Standards 

• Provides evidence-based results 
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Technology Snapshot 

• Rapid Ramp Up 

- Browser-based, so zero time lost to install; 

and uses your native industry browsers – so 

no time-draining browser install/removal 

 

• Group or Individual Testing 

- High flexibility allows traditionally grouped 

tests – and significantly -  individuals to be 

tested as needed 

 

• Robust Capacity: 

- To date in 2013, Pearson delivered more than 

5 million secure, high stakes, online tests 
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Multiple Item Types 

• Technology Enhanced  
Any question that takes advantage of 

computer capability to present material to 

the student, engage the student in an 

activity, simulate the creation of information, 

or otherwise allow interaction not possible 

in paper mode testing.  

 

• Selected Response 
Items can accurately distinguish students who grasp a basic concept from 

those who do not. As one component of our assessments, selected response 

items can help measure a large amount of content in a brief time. 

 

 • Constructed Response  
Require learners to use creativity, 

organizational skills, logic, and content 

knowledge to demonstrate understanding.  
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Science Technology Enhanced 
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Understanding Demands on Your Time 

Assessment should always assist and guide instruction – not 

overwhelm it. Thus ACT Aspire requires a testing commitment 

averaging only 4 hours total testing for all five subjects  – with an 

average single test duration as low as 30 minutes – and not greater than 

65 minutes per test.   

 Timing in Minutes 

Grade English Writing Reading Math Science 

3 30 30 60 55 55 

4 30 30 60 55 55 

5 30 30 60 55 55 

6 35 30 60 60 55 

7 35 30 60 60 55 

8 35 30 60 65 55 

Early HS 40 30 60 65 55 
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Inclusive Accessibility Features 

Audio 

read-aloud, text-to-speech, 

and verbal descriptions  

 

Visual 

color contrast settings, 

screen magnification, line 

reader, and highlighter  

 

Cognitive and engagement 

answer masking 

 

American Sign Language  

(ASL)  

 

Closed captioning  

of video content  

 

Braille  

and tactile graphics  

 

Large type  

paper and pencil 
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Second Language Support 

• Grades 3-6 

Spanish Language Audio and Text  

• Math, Science, and Writing 

  

• All grades  

Spanish Language Support Materials  
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Important Dates: Summative 

Spring 2015 Testing Window: 

April 6 – May 29, 2015 

Deadline to order for spring: 

November 30, 2014 

 

 

Note: There is a $2,000 minimum order.  



Periodic and Classroom Assessments 
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• Designed for rapid, ongoing 

measurement of student progress 

 

• Perfect complement to the           

ACT Aspire summative assessments 

or as an independent program 

 

• Two central components 

1. Interim Assessments 

2. Classroom Assessments 

 

• Fixed format, computer-based, 

selected response assessments with 

immediate computer-based analysis 

and reporting.  

The  

Perfect Fit 

ACT Aspire Periodic Assessments 
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• Grades 3-10 

• CBT and selected response only 

• English, reading, math, science  

• 2014-15 academic year will have                                          

3 Interim Assessments, per grade,                                     

per content area 

• Reporting 

- Student/Parent 

- Teacher/Group 

- School/District 

- Item Response/Analysis 

Interim Assessments 
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• 45 minutes or less for interim admin time  

- All interims are designed with the intent 

to be completed w/in a 45 minute class 

period 

- Math is projected to be the longest 

admin time for all grades 

 

• Number of items ranges from 27-35 

based on grade/subject 

 

Interim Assessments 
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24 
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• Grades 3-8 only 

• CBT and selected response only 

• English, reading, math and science  

• 5 item mini-assessments (aligned to 2 standards) 

• 5 classroom assessments per grade, per content area 

• 15-20 minutes for administration 

• Reporting 

- Student/Parent 

- Teacher/Group 

- Item Response/Analysis 

 

 

Classroom-based assessments 
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Important Dates: Periodic 

Periodic assessment license good 

September 1, 2014 – June 20, 2015 
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Summative Reporting 
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Self-Service 
Customers determine how 

deeply to engage with the 

data 

Easy-to- 

Understand 

Language 
For all audiences 

 

Focus on the 

Journey 
Progression toward  

readiness matters, not 

individual scores  

Tell a Story 
Reflect each child’s 

possibilities, not his 

or her deficits 

Summative Guiding Principles 
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Each report is as inviting as 
 it is responsive.  This means 
 novice through expert users 

will find satisfaction in 
performing complex  

tasks – simply. 

Every report should 

answer 3 simple 

questions: 

 

1. How did I/we do? 
2. What does it mean? 
3. What do I do next? 

Answering Three Simple Questions 
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Customer Input  
Experience with assessing, 
scoring, collecting and 
reporting data in a useful 
format should never be 
based on the assumption 
that such a skill set will 
simply arise. 
 
 

Reports are designed for 
both a quick glance 
overview – and detailed 
data to inform and guide 
next-step actions. 

Listening First 
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Foundation based on Validated Measures from ACT’s Research  
 
• ACT College Readiness Standards 
• ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

Reports are designed for both a quick glance overview – and 
detailed data to inform and guide next-step actions. 

Focused on Growth 

ACT Readiness Benchmarks  all Grades/Subjects 

Multiple levels of Proficiency all Relative to ACT Readiness Benchmarks 

Scaled Subject Scores  English, reading, math, science, and writing 
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Student Longitudinal Growth 
charts showing personalized 
progress 
 
• Based on ACT’s decades of 

research from Explore, Plan 
and ACT users 
 

• Predicted ACT Scores for each 
subject beginning in early 
high school (Grades 9/10) 

 
• National median scores to 

provide grade level context 
 

• Composite scores for early 
high school (Grades 9/10) 
 

Two year student predicted path 

towards college and career 

readiness 

Focused on Growth 
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Reporting Student Skills 

Standards performance  
Based on ACT’s College 

Readiness Standards and 

aligned to Common Core  

 

ACT Readiness Range 
Typical performance of 

Students who have met 

the ACT Readiness 

Benchmark for that subject 

 

Paths to Improvement  

Simple interventions 
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• National Norms 

 

• ELA Combined Score                                                                 

(English, Reading &                                                                           

Writing) 

 

• Progress With Text                                                                   

Complexity 

 

• STEM Score (Science & Math Combined) 

 

• Progress Toward Career Readiness (Grades 8 – Early HS (9/10)) 

 
 

 

Additional Measures of Readiness 
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Experience with assessing, scoring, collecting and reporting 

data in a useful format should never be based on the 

assumption that such a skill set will simply arise. 

 

• Easy to use and interpret 

• Flexible student  grouping   

• Quick identification of benchmark  attainment, growth and 

standards performance 

• Identifies potential curriculum gaps. students in need of 

intervention, and opportunities for professional 

development 

 

Aggregate Reporting that Enables 

Educators 
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43 
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Online Reporting Schools and 

Districts Snapshot 
• Rich data and insights  

 

• Accessible via computer or tablet 

 

• Downloadable PDFs of prebuilt 

reports 

− Student and Educator Reports 
printable by schools 

− Reports for Schools,  
Districts, and States   
 

• Aggregate data files available for 

download to SIS 



Support & Training Processes & Resources 

Avocet 
 Process Flow Chart 
Training Management System (TMS) 
 

http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home#5723
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home#5723
https://actaspire.tms.pearson.com/
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Avocet   

• This site contains a number of 

print resources such as guides 

that complement all the videos in 

the training management system, 

other quick start guides and user 

and technical guides 

 

• actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/act

aspire/home 

• ACTAspire_implementation@actaspire.org 

 

 

Support 

http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com/actaspire/home
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ACT Aspire Training Management System  

• Contains a number of video resources  such as uploading student 

data, creating new test sessions, and printing student authorization 

tickets – to name a few 

•  actaspire.tms.pearson.com 

 

Support 

https://actaspire.tms.pearson.com/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=/
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• Stay Connected 

− Sign up for updates 
 

• Learn More 

− Test features 

− FAQs 

− Technical requirements 

− News 

− Research 

 

www.discoveractaspire.org 

www.act.org/migrate 



Know where your students are! 

 
www.discoveractaspire.org 
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Contact Information 

Kevin E. Houchin, Esq. 

National Programs 

319.383.1859 

Kevin.houchin@act.org 

 


